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MY TRIBE, MY FAMILY
‘They are my tribe, but you are my family. 

This is where I’m from but you’re where I belong.’ 
(Paddington)

Psalm 68:5-6
A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows,
is God in his holy dwelling.
God sets the lonely in families,
he leads out the prisoners with singing;

but the rebellious live in a sun-scorched land.

Matthew 19:14
Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to 
me, and do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.’

Isaiah 1:17
Learn to do right; seek justice.
Defend the oppressed.
Take up the cause of the fatherless;

plead the case of the widow.

James 1:27
Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and 
faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows 
in their distress and to keep oneself from being 
polluted by the world.

Psalm 82:3-4
Defend the weak and the fatherless;
uphold the cause of the poor and the 
oppressed.
Rescue the weak and the needy;
deliver them from the hand of the wicked.

Zechariah 7:9-10
This is what the Lord Almighty said: 
“Administer true justice; show mercy and 
compassion to one another. Do not oppress 
the widow or the fatherless, the foreigner or 
the poor. Do not plot evil against each 
other.”

Galatians 6:9-10
Let us not become weary in doing good, for 
at the proper time we will reap a harvest if 
we do not give up. Therefore, as we have 
opportunity, let us do good to all people, 
especially to those who belong to the family 
of believers.

Deuteronomy 10:17-19 
For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of 
lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who 
shows no partiality and accepts no bribes. He 
defends the cause of the fatherless and the 
widow, and loves the foreigner residing among 
you, giving them food and clothing. And you are 
to love those who are foreigners, for you 
yourselves were foreigners in Egypt. 

What words from these verses describe God?

What instructions are there for followers of Jesus?

Look at the following verses from the Bible and think about what they tell you about God, and about 
fostering and adoption. Write any words or phrases you find in the boxes below.


