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William Lane Craig: Reasons for Believing
Dr William Lane Craig is a respected philosopher and Christian speaker. He has recently 
debated the existence of God with Richard Dawkins. This is an extract from his account of 
why he became a Christian.

What made Dr Craig believe in God?

How might people’s experiences help them decide that something is true?

Can you see any problems with arguments for truth based on experience?

Well, I walked into my German class one day and sat down behind a girl who is one of these 

types–you know–that is always so happy that it just makes you sick!  I tapped her on the 

shoulder, and she turned around, and I said to her:  “Sandy, what are you always so happy 
about for anyway?”  And she said:  “Well, Bill, it’s because I know Jesus Christ as my personal 
Saviour.”  And I said: “Well, I go to church.”  And she said: “Well, Bill, that’s not enough.  
You’ve got to have him really living in your heart.”  And I said: “Well, what would he want to 
do a thing like that for!”  And she said: “Because he loves you, Bill!”  And that just hit me 
like a ton of bricks.  Here I was so filled with anger and bitterness, and she said there was 

someone who really loved me.  And who was it, but the God of the universe!  And that thought 

just staggered me.

Well, to make a long story short, during the next six months I read the New Testament from 

cover to cover.  I was arrested by the person of Jesus, and I could not throw him out along 

with the church and the hypocrisy I saw there.  There was an authenticity, a ring of truth, 

about him that I didn’t see in the lives of those who claimed to be his followers.  And I met 

other Christians in the high school.  I didn’t know that people like this existed.  They seemed to 

be in touch with a higher plane of reality that I didn’t know was there.  And I wanted that for 

my own life.  Well, after about six months of intense searching, I just came to the end of myself 

and I just cried out to God, and I experienced the sort of spiritual rebirth within.  It was 

as though someone turned on the light.  I felt an infusion of joy, and God became an immediate 

reality in my life, a reality which has never left me as I’ve walked with him day by day, year 

by year, over the last 30 years.  And I believe that you can find God in that same way, as an 

immediate and personal reality in your life.
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